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Emma Fulham writes

I am honoured to have been asked to join the PCC and be the new church 
treasurer, I come from a finance and property background and I am also the 
Clerk to the Parish Council. This appointment allows me to use my experience 
to give back to the church community who have supported my recent Christian 
journey. 

I was brought up in a Christian home and attended various church schools and 
continued as a member of the Christian Union at University but working in 
London and with a very young family – three children under two at one point -  I 
became very preoccupied and my children were not always socially acceptable 
(to sit still in an hour-long service) and some would say still aren’t! I lost touch 
with church and so only attended irregularly and felt embarrassed to return yet 
the nagging feeling I was missing something in my life would not go away and 
felt I must return to regular weekly worship with other Christians. I made a real 
resolution at the beginning of 2016 to return and, so I ventured back.  I should 
not have felt guilty as I was welcomed back and feel very much part of the 
church family. My faith has deepened, and I feel truly supported. 2017 was a 
special year here in my home as my children were all baptised something they 
chose to do acknowledging their faiths in front of the church family. I was also 
confirmed at All Saints Church and was delighted to see many members of St 
Marys there to witness this special event for me. 

The introduction of a children’s worker has been a huge blessing and enables 
me to worship and my children to have amazing activities and understand the 
Bible in a more child appropriate way. The youth worker Lee and other youth 
activities all are well received but these benefits and the improvements needed 
to provide family friendly facilities all cost money.         Continued overleaf



I was astonished when I became treasurer to understand the diocese does not 
subsidise activities and there are no large reserves and we are very reliant on 
the collection plate and regular donations from all families attending St Marys to
retain a full-time rector and youth and children’s workers.  

Now I understand the craziness of the school run, brushing hair in the car and 
forgotten lunch boxes and so on Sundays it is nice to know that on the dash to 
church I have one less thing to think about knowing I do not have to dash to the
cash point or search for cash in my house having had my pockets raided by the
non-uniform day collection and bake sale. I arranged a direct debit a year ago 
and it leaves my bank monthly and causes me no issues and provides regular 
income that the Church can rely on rather than irregular deposits when you 
attend.

As treasurer I would also urge families to sign up to the parish giving scheme 
(“PGS”).  PGS relies on direct debits and is administered centrally by the 
Church of England.  It greatly simplifies local administration and enables St. 
Mary’s to benefit from gift aid immediately.  Payments can be monthly, quarterly
or annually. Please come and speak to me or Tim to get a form.  Your 
assistance and generosity is really appreciated.    Emma Fulham

Tia Barham 
Tia is to be confirmed on Sunday 4th February at 6pm. The 
confirmation service will take place at Frant church.

Many of you will remember that Tia was due to be confirmed
in November of last year but was unwell on the day. It would
be lovely if some of us could attend the service and support Tia in prayer. 
Please could you let me know if you would like to come along and we will try 
and share lifts. Rev Julie



Services at Holy Trinity Church
New time of  10.30am

The new service time and pattern will commence on the 4th February. This 
service will be a wonderful celebration with Bishop Richard Jackson. He will 
license Donna Dewar as Reader of our united Benefice. Going forward the first 
Sunday will be known as Sunday Praise using Common Worship Morning 
Prayer.  This will enable us to celebrate with a particular group of people in our 
community. eg: Bell ringers or Cafe’ team. We hope you will enjoy this 
celebratory service followed by cake and coffee in Trinity Hall.
Refreshments will be served after all our morning services.

Services
1st Sunday: 10.30am Sunday Praise
                       6.30pm Choral Evensong

2nd Sunday: 10.30am BCP Holy Communion

3rd Sunday: 10.30am Matins BCP

4th Sunday: 10.30am  BCP Holy Communion

5th Sundays will continue to alternate with St Mary’s. The time for this 
service will be 10am.

All our festivals (such as Easter and Christmas ) will be well advertised and may
not always follow the service pattern above.
We look forward to welcoming you to some of our services.



Contacts

Rector:  The Revd Julie Sear, The Rectory, Hartfield.  
Tel: 01892 770436 Email: revjuliesear1@gmail.com **The Rector’s rest day is Tuesday

Important – Due to heating failure at St Mary's services may be held in Village Hall

21 January 9:30am – Holy Communion at St Mary's with Sunday Discoverers and 
Big Breakfast

21 January 11:15am - Matins at Holy Trinity

28 January 8:00am - BCP at St Marys

28 January 9:30am – Café Church at St Mary's

28 January 11:15am – Holy Communion at Holy Trinity

4 February 9:30am -  No service at St Mary’s

4 February 10:30am-  Sunday Praise at Holy Trinity for both churches – Licensing 
of Donna Dewar as Reader by Bishop Richard

4 February 6.30pm: Choral Evensong at Holy Trinity

11 February 8:00am - BCP at St Marys

11 February 9:30am – Church Family Praise at St Mary's

11 February 10:30am – BCP Holy Communion at Holy Trinity

18 February 9:30am – Holy Communion at St Mary's with Sunday Discoverers and 
Big Breakfast

18 February 10:30am - Matins BCP at Holy Trinity

25 February 8:00am - BCP at St Marys

25 February 9:30am – Café Church at St Mary's

25 February 10:30am – BCP Holy Communion at Holy Trinity

4 March 9:30am -  All Age Communion at St Mary's with Sunday Discoverers

4 March 10:30am-  Sunday Praise at Holy Trinity

4 March 6.30pm: Choral Evensong at Holy Trinity

Diary of Services 


