Report for APCM April 2025: Little Stars

Thankful:

Little Stars runs weekly on Monday mornings (during term-time). We have seen the
group continue to grow and now have over 20 families (25+ children) on our register with
an average of 15 children attending each week. We continue to start with a time of free
play, including an arts/craft activity that links to our Bible story. We finish each session
by sharing the Bible story together (with some snacks) and then singing some favourite
children’s songs with instruments. We have had to move out of the corner of the church
for our story, snack and song time because we didn’t all fit on the rug! It has been a
privilege to watch the families forming friendships with each other and there is a real
feeling of community in the group.

Upwards:

At Christmas, Rev Julie joined us for our Christmas party, and we shared the Christmas
message through a short video and by giving out gifts of the preschool book ‘A very noisy
Christmas’! At Easter, Rev Julie joined us for our Easter celebration. We had an Easter
egg huntin the churchyard and shared the song / video for “Jesus is Alive”, a catchy song
that tells the Easter story. We gave out copies of a preschool Easter sticker scene to
each of the families along with a chocolate egg.

Outwards:

As the relationships with the adults have developed, we have had opportunities to pray
for them and support them during difficult times that they have been experiencing. We
have also been able to invite them to other activities in Church such as the Christmas
and Easter services.

Onwards:

As part of working towards the Eco Churches silver award, we are looking at how we can
recycle more of our paper waste from the arts/crafts as well as composting our snack
time food waste. We are also looking at how we can make more use of the outside
space in the churchyard to encourage the children and families to explore the nature on
our doorstep! We are also excited about the prospect of improved storage in church for
all the toys and equipment that we use when running Little Stars.

A few comments from the families:

‘such a warm and welcoming space’, ‘we love the story time and songs’, ‘absolutely love
coming to little stars’, ‘the craft linked to the story each week is always so lovely’, ‘the
children love playing the instruments’, ‘it’s really very special’.

We would love you to join us in praying for our relationships with the families and for us
to have more opportunities to welcome them to other events in church and to explore
questions of faith with them.



