(]
Issue no. 10
Sunday 7* December
THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER KEEPING YOU UP TO DATE ACROSS OUR PARISHES

Who said ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’? It's not in any of the gospels. Perhaps it was the Bard?! It is a
truth that it has been a joy to experience in family life. | remember as a child the excitement of ‘receiving’ at
Christmas time - every gift a thrill, right down to the tangerine and the half-crown (yes, | am that old) at the
bottom of the stocking. Then came the teenage years, when the toys tailed off, to be replaced by ‘useful’ things,
including the much-cursed socks. A decade or more later; as a parent, | saw Christmas from the other side,
becoming primarily the ‘giver’ under the tree, and so the cycle began again. The real joy, as the years went on,
was to watch our own children become generous and gifted givers - thoughtful in choosing, creative in wrapping,
and brimming with pleasure at seeing presents opened and enjoyed.

Of course it was Jesus who said that it is ‘more blessed to give than to receive’ His words just happened to be
reported by Paul, rather than one of the gospel writers. Paul's comment is made in the context of helping the
weak and needy — the sort of giving that is at the heart of the Christian faith — the practical outworking of Jesus’
great command to ‘love one’s neighbour’. Locally, and across the nation, people with generous hearts and hands
will give time, and energy, and money, to joyfully help those in need at Christmas time.

At Christmas we celebrate the fact that we are created and loved by a gift-giving God. He has given us the
world, and our lives, and all that we have. But then He has gone beyond that, and made it all even more
personal, and given us himself ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life’ (John 3:16).

The key is, that this Christmas gift has to be received. Our focus in the coming weeks may well be on what gifts
we shall give our loved ones. Perhaps this once in the year we are reminded that we need to be ‘receivers’ too
for Jesus speaks of ‘receiving the kingdom of God like a little child’

May you be blessed as you give to your loved ones, and to others, this Christmas, but even more greatly blessed
as you receive the gift given by the One who loves you most of all.

Stephen

MWorship this Sunday
Sunday 7* December 2025 At St Mary’s, Cowden

The Second Sunday of Advent 10.30am Morning Worship
Lead and Preacher: Rev Stephen Hills
At St Mary’s Hartfield

9.30am Holy Communion At Holy Trinity Coleman’s Hatch
(with Sunday Discoverers or Sunday Connect) 11am Matins
Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear

6.30pm Advent Choral Evensong
Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear



MSt Sy St Mary’s Diary

(all events held at St Mary’s Church unless otherwise stated)

Thursday 4" December
2pm-4pm Church Street Community Café
Homemade cake, tea & coffee. Everyone welcomel!

Sunday 14" December

The Third Sunday of Advent

9.30am Christmas Praise with St Mary’s School
Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear

Thursday 18" December
2pm-4pm Church Street Community Café
Homemade cake, tea & coffee. Everyone welcome

Friday 19* December

6pm Live Nativity

Meet at the memorial gardens in Hartfield.
Followed by mulled wine, hot chocolate and mince
pies.

Please do NOT park in the Bear (patrons only).
The school car park is available.

Sunday 21** December

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

9.30am Holy Communion

(NO Sunday Discoverers and Sunday Connect)
Lead: Rev Julie Sear

Preacher: Rev Nigel Hinton

Wednesday 24" December
Christmas Eve

4pm Crib Service

Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear
11.15pm Midnight Communion
Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear

Thursday 25" December
Christmas Day

8am Holy Communion BCP

Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear
9.30am All Age Christmas Service
Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear

Sunday 28% December

The First Sunday of Christmas
9.30am Morning Worship
Lead: Rev Julie Sear

Preacher: Rev Nigel Hinton

Sunday 4" January

The Second Sunday of Christmas

9.30am Holy Communion

(NO Sunday Discoverers or Sunday Connect)
Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear

Websites: hartfieldchurch.org  colemanshatchchurch.org

Facebook: hartfield and colemanshatch

Save the Dates:

Sunday 7th December at 6.30pm

Advent Choral Evensong at Holy Trinity
Wednesday 17® December at 7pm
Carols at The Fountain Pub, Cowden
Sunday 21** December at 6.30pm

Nine Lessons & Carols at Holy Trinity
Advent & Christmas Services and Events,
see details in “News from the 3 Churches” below
Tuesday 20* January at 7.30pm

Praise and Prayer at Cowden church.

Children and Youth Corner
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5pm-6.15pm Connect at Hartfield Village Hall
Youths aged 10+. Games, food, and fun!
e 4" December e 18" December
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5pm-6pm Connect Extra at The Oast
for youths aged 13+. Read, question, and explore
the Christian faith together!

e 11" December

9.15am-10.45am Little Stars
Parent and toddler group, tea & coffee provided

e 8" December e 5" january
e 15" December
There will be NO session on 22™ or 29" Dec.
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9.30am Sunday Connect
at The Oast for Youths aged 10+ for breakfast and
chat to build a relationship with Jesus — during the

Sunday Communion service
e 7" December
There will be NO session on 215 Dec or 4" Jan.

SHUwAy,
Discovevieys

9.30am Sunday Discoverers

Children up to 10 years to learn more about our

Creator — during the Sunday Communion service
e 7" December

There will be NO session on 215 Dec or 4™ Jan.

St Mary Magdalene at aChurchNearYou


https://www.hartfieldchurch.org/events/
https://www.colemanshatchchurch.org/events
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4857/
https://www.facebook.com/hartfieldandcolemanshatch/

Holy Trinity’s Di
MHolyTrinity oly rinity’s Biary

@ll events held at Holy Trinity Church unless otherwise stated)

Sunday 7* December

The Second Sunday of Advent

11am Matins

Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear

6.30pm Advent Choral Evensong
(followed by mulled wine and mince pies)
Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear

Thursday 11" December
9.30am-12pm Trinity Café at Trinity Hall
Serving hot chocolate, coffee, tea & cake.

Friday 12* December

6pm Trinity Talks — A Christmas Cookery
Demonstration with Kim Myhre at Trinity Hall
£10 per person including drinks and canapés)

Sunday 14" December

The Third Sunday of Advent

11am Holy Communion

Lead and Preacher: Rev Nigel Hinton

Thursday 18" December

9.30am-12pm Special Christmas Café at Trinity Hall
With entertainment and carols and serving hot
chocolate, coffee, tea & cake.

Sunday 21** December

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

11am Matins

Lead: Donna Dewar

Preacher: Rev Nigel Hinton

6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols
(followed by mulled wine and mince pies)
Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear

Thursday 25" December
Christmas Day

11am Christmas Communion
Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear

Sunday 28* December

The First Sunday of Christmas
11am Holy Communion

Lead and Preacher: Rev Nigel Hinton

Sunday 4" January
The Second Sunday of Christmas
11am Matins

Lead and Preacher: Rev Julie Sear

Please note there will be no Choral Evensong on
4™ January.

Websites: hartfieldchurch.org  colemanshatchchurch.org

Facebook: hartfield and colemanshatch

Save the Dates:

Wednesday 17" December at 7pm

Carols at The Fountain Pub, Cowden

Advent & Christmas Services and Events,

see details in “News from the 3 Churches” below
Tuesday 20™ January at 7.30pm

Praise and Prayer at Cowden church.

The Holy Trinity Bible Study Group

There will be no meeting of the Holy Trinity Bible
Study Group in December, the next one will be on
24" January 2026, details of this will be included in
the January Newsletter.

ST Trinity Talks ¥,
3 A Christmas Cookery Demonstration
§ with Culinary Expert Kim Myhre {

From 6pm, Friday 12" December 2025

Trinity Hall, behind Holy Trinity
| Church, Coleman’s Hatch, TN7 4HN

£10 per person including drinks
and canapés

heeps:/fwww.colemanshatchchurch.org

Ed jigsaw

All donations go towards our local charity. Jigsaw chariry no. 114696 which supports
children and young poople following the death of a parcnt or loved onc.

St Mary Magdalene at aChurchNearYou


https://www.hartfieldchurch.org/events/
https://www.colemanshatchchurch.org/events
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4857/
https://www.facebook.com/hartfieldandcolemanshatch/

M St Mary Magdalene’s Diary
St Mary Magdalene

Friday 5 December
10am-12pm Cowden Community Café

at Cowden Village Hall

Tuesday 9™ December

3pm Cowden Study Group

The final study group in the series.

(see “News from the 3 Churches” for details)

Sunday 14" December

The Third Sunday of Advent
10.30am Sunday Morning Worship
Lead and Preacher: Rev Stephen Hills

Wednesday 17" December
7pm Carols in the Fountain Pub, Cowden.

Friday 19® December
“*2=. 10am-12pm Cowden Community Café at

" Cowden Village Hal

Sunday 21* December

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

11am NO SERVICE

6pm Carols by Candlelight

(followed by mulled wine and mince pies)
Lead and Preacher: Rev Stephen Hills

Wednesday 24" December

Christmas Eve

3pm Christingle Service

Lead and Preacher: Rev Stephen Hills
6pm Carols Round the Christmas Tree
(in the churchyard with refreshments)
Lead and Preacher: Rev Stephen Hills

Thursday 25" December

Christmas Day

10.30am All Age Christmas Day Celebration and
Holy Communion

Lead and Preacher: Rev Stephen Hills

Sunday 28* December

The First Sunday of Christmas

9am Holy Communion

(note early time)

Lead and Preacher: Rev Stephen Hills

Sunday 4™ January

The Second Sunday of Christmas
10.30am Morning Worship

Lead and Preacher: Rev Stephen Hills

Websites: hartfieldchurch.org
Facebook: hartfield and colemanshatch

colemanshatchchurch.org

@ll events held at Cowden Church unless otherwise stated)

Save the Dates:

Sunday 7th December at 6.30pm

Advent Choral Evensong at Holy Trinity

Advent & Christmas Services and Events,

see details in “News from the 3 Churches” below
Tuesday 20™ January at 7.30pm

Praise and Prayer at Cowden church.

St Mary Magdalene at aChurchNearYou


https://www.hartfieldchurch.org/events/
https://www.colemanshatchchurch.org/events
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4857/
https://www.facebook.com/hartfieldandcolemanshatch/

News from the 3 Churches M iTLSPI RES

MThe Second Sunday of Advent MAdvent Reflections
See below details of the advent services taking place This year there are two advent reflections available
this Sunday, Sunday 7*" December (this 2™ Sunday to you.
of Advent) One can be found at -
Readings for
https://www.hartfieldchurch.org/advent- Advent
2025
: christmas/
Advent Worship e | )
th or see the booklet attached to the email
7" December sent to subscribers.
10.30am at St Mary The other is detailed below:

Magdalene’s, Cowden — -
— S — |

RECTORY
REFLECTIONS

Collect a little Christmas Tree to
decorate and then return it back to
the Church for the Carols by

Candlelight service You may already use daily reading notes as part

of your time spent in God’s word and in prayer
each day. If you would like something ‘home-
grown’ in the InSpires parishes, you might like to

Advent Choral Evenso ng dip into Stephen’s ‘Rectory Reﬂ.ections’.which
appear most weekdays on this blogsite -

https://sah9999.wixsite.com/rectoryreflections

If you would like to receive a link to each new
blog by email, please email

sah9999@yahoo.com

and Stephen will add you to the list.

7" December

MStudy Group at Cowden
630 p m There will be Study Group meetings in Cowden on

at Holy Trinity,

Tuesday afternoons at 3.00pm from Nov 4th to
Dec 9th and we shall be studying the Nicene Creed,

Coleman’s Hatch which has its 1700th anniversary this year. Al
: ) ) ¥ welcome - please email Stephen
with mulled wine and mince PIES on hills.rectory@yahoo.co.uk or call on

07896971723 for venue and further details.

Websites: hartfieldchurch.org  colemanshatchchurch.org St Mary Magdalene at aChurchNearYou
Facebook: hartfield and colemanshatch


https://www.hartfieldchurch.org/events/
https://www.colemanshatchchurch.org/events
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4857/
https://www.facebook.com/hartfieldandcolemanshatch/
https://www.hartfieldchurch.org/advent-christmas/
https://www.hartfieldchurch.org/advent-christmas/
mailto:hills.rectory@yahoo.co.uk

News from the 3 Churches

M Discretionary Fund

Rev Julie holds a discretionary fund to help people
who are facing hardship across the benefice, and
Stephen has a similar fund in Cowden. If you know
of anyone who might be in need this Christmas,
please speak to Rev Julie or Rev Stephen. All
discussions will be strictly confidential.

MComing Soon

Next Sunday, 14" December, is The Third Sunday
of Advent and the services will be:

e Christmas Praise at St Mary’s in Hartfield;

e Holy Communion at Holy Trinity in
Coleman’s Hatch

e Morning Worship at St Mary Magdalene’s in
Cowden

Other highlights:

e 17" December at 7pm, Carols in The
Fountain Pub in Cowden.

e 19" December at 6pm, Live Nativity in
Hartfield (see flyer below)

e 21" December at 6.30pm, Nine Lessons
and Carols at Holy Trinity in Coleman’s
Hatch
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Hartfield Live Nativity

Friday 19" December 2025
Starts 6pm Memorial Garden

%
* Join the crowd following Mary and Joseph through the village
knocking on doors trying to find room at the inn.

* Angels, shepherds, wise men, camels and carols.

* Procession ends in the church in a beautiful and heart-warming nativity
scene with baby Jesus.

* Refreshments in the church
* Please do NOT use The Bear car park — for patrons only.

9. 4
¢ Adults & children - If you would like to join in as an angel or shepher .

contact Alison Berry - Email: ajberryartist@gmail.com

Everyone welcome — a lovely way to start Christmas!

3 o iy for Livin 4
M St Mary’s A*{TS wLife ik for Living h

@M Hartield Arts and Thealre Society
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Websites: hartfieldchurch.org
Facebook: hartfield and colemanshatch

colemanshatchchurch.org

“ INSPIRES

M St Mary the Virgin Primary School
Christmas Fair — 6™ December

Please see details below.

SATURDAY 6TH DECEMBER
1210 3PM
Cﬁr' tm
istmas
4 HARTFHIELD
., SCHOOL

To book 4 e st pleane: emait
PTFAHARTFIELDGMAILCOM

# CHRISTMAS GAMES AND CRAFTS & %F&R%lflg{?&@ﬁ EECR#EFU
s LOCAL BUSINESS STALLS + RAFFLE TICKETS AVNILABLE
# SECOND HAND TOV SALE WITH SOIME GREAT PRIZES

MCaretaker required for

St Mary the Virgin Primary School.
We belong to a federation of small schools set in
beautiful rural locations and are looking for a
dedicated Caretaker to help keep our St Mary’s
Hartfield site looking its best.

Previous caretaking experience within a school
environment is desirable - although training via
ESCC will be given. Also that of building
maintenance / basic DIY and an understanding of
health & safety regulations will be useful. You should
have good interpersonal skills in dealing with
contractors and other visitors to the site, together
with good literacy and numeracy skills, and be
willing to undergo an Enhanced DBS check prior to
commencing work. This is for 12.5 hours per week,
and we can offer flexible working hours.

We warmly welcome visits to our school, please
contact the school office on 01892 770221 for the
full job description.

St Mary Magdalene at aChurchNearYou


https://www.hartfieldchurch.org/events/
https://www.colemanshatchchurch.org/events
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4857/
https://www.facebook.com/hartfieldandcolemanshatch/

Prayers and Contacts

MThis week we are praying...

Pray for the world in this season of Advent as we
watch and pray.

Given thanks for:

e our choirs and musicians;

e our bellringers;

e our church wardens;

e Donna and Nigel;

o PCCs;

e Lisa, our administrator;

e For all those who serve in our parishes.

Pray for those who find Christmas to be a sad and

lonely time. Help us to look out for our neighbours.

Pray for all who are suffering in mind, body and
spirit. We pray especially for Pauline Maynard: Ros
Cope and Laurie and Sally Kuhrt, Sally is now in
Coniston House in Nutley.

We pray for all have been bereaved over this past
year, particularly the friends and family of John
Chalke who died recently. Help us to draw
alongside to bring comfort and care.

With every blessing,
Rev Julie

Websites: hartfieldchurch.org  colemanshatchchurch.org

Facebook: hartfield and colemanshatch

M inspires

M Contacts

Rev Canon Julie Sear - Rector
07840 021909
revjuliesear1@gmail.com

(Friday — day of rest)

Rev Stephen Hills — Associate Vicar
hills.rectory@yahoo.co.uk

Rectory Number: 01342 643069
Mobile Number: 07896 971723

Donna Dewar — Lay Reader
dewardonna@googlemail.com
01342 326424

Rev Nigel Hinton — Retired Clergy

Matt Marriott — Hartfield Church Youth Worker
studio4.121@outlook.com
07582 054880

Lisa Gibbs-Murray — Church Administrator

admsmht@gmail.com
07927 939116

Andrea McGlew - Safeguarding Officer for
Hartfield
01342 850992

CJ Payne - Safeguarding Officer for Coleman’s
Hatch
safeguarding@colemanshatchchurch.org

Hilary Clarkson - Safeguarding Officer for
Cowden
hilaryclarkson27@icloud.com

St Mary Magdalene at aChurchNearYou


https://www.hartfieldchurch.org/events/
https://www.colemanshatchchurch.org/events
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4857/
https://www.facebook.com/hartfieldandcolemanshatch/
mailto:revjuliesear1@gmail.com
mailto:hills.rectory@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dewardonna@googlemail.com
mailto:studio4.121@outlook.com
mailto:admsmht@gmail.com
mailto:events@colemanshatchchurch.org
mailto:hilaryclarkson27@icloud.com

